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You are Loved. Be at Peace. 

 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you 

as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not 

let them be afraid. John 14:27 

 

In John14, Jesus shares with his disciples that he is 

going someplace they cannot. They are confused and 

nervous about what this may mean for them. Into 

that space, Jesus says that while he will not be pre-

sent with them, he will leave them peace. When 

COVID-19 concerns first hit Mississippi in mid-March panic and chaos were visible every-

where. The grocery store, the news, school systems, and work. Some of us got caught up in 

that same chaos. We felt our anxiety levels rising with every moment. 

 

Christ’s promise of peace can be our anchor in the storm. That’s why our church decided to 

put a sign out in front of our building, and why we say “You are loved. Be at peace” in wor-

ship and on videos. We now have decals and stickers saying the same for your cars, laptops, 

water bottles, or wherever you choose. Decals and stickers are available for free at the 

church office. Christ’s peace will keep us from being afraid as we do not know the outcomes 

of COVID-19 for our community or how long social distancing will be in place.  

 

In response, Health Team has recommended that we continue to do online worship only 

through May 31st. We continue to encourage members to connect via Zoom on Wednesdays 

at 10am and 6pm. We also encourage Sunday School classes to begin to meet online through 

Zoom. If you are not a member of a Sunday School class, this is a great time to get plugged 

in. The Health Team will reevaluate this plan on June 1st, as they expect to have more scien-

tific information at that time.  
 

While we are all eager to be together, no one is eager to get sick. When we do return to wor-

shipping in person there will be some modifications for social distancing and sanitation. We 

anticipate a staggered return to Sunday School, committee meetings, and other events. We 

will probably be back to worship before we will be back to any other physical gatherings. 

These are unusual times and we must rely on Christ’s peace.                          -Courtney 

May Quarterly Business Meeting 

On April 5th the deacons voted to cancel our May business meeting in order to adhere to so-

cial distancing guidelines. Committees have provided reports in this newsletter instead.  

Outreach: We would like to thank Courtney for getting the sign in front of our church. 

Northside continues to reach out to our community as well as our church members sharing 

the message of love and peace. There are stickers/decals available in the church office. Both 

of these purchases came from our advertising budget. 
Denominational Relations : Thank you to all who participated in the Toward Bold Faith-

fulness survey for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Courtney serves on the discovery 

team and is writing the report to be published early this summer. Both the Annual Gather-

ing for the Alliance of Baptists AND the General Assembly for the Cooperative Baptist Fel-

lowship are online gatherings. The annual gathering for the Alliance of Baptists was Satur-

day April, 25th. The General Assembly for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship is in June.  
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Worship:   We have been hard at work preparing for Holy Week.  Unfortunately, many of our plans had 

to be altered because of the circumstances of not being able to worship together.  Nevertheless, with the 

talents of our staff, Courtney, Susan, Heather, Toney, Dottie, Janet, and especially Michael Stamey and 

others who helped with the filming, the services were able to be broadcast online.  Even though we were 

not able to be physically together, Holy Week was a blessing to all who tuned in to watch. I am so grate-

ful to those who contributed by writing the paragraphs for each special day, those who provided the spe-

cial music and for the wonderful art work done by Judy Gearhart.  Our Committee will be taking a short 

break and return to work strong on Advent, later in the year. 

 

Youth: Since our formation at the last business meeting, the Youth Team is working hard to find ways 

to connect our youth. Currently, we are finding times for video meetings and ways to get our Sunday 

School lessons to them. We are saddened that our big fundraiser, the Dessert Auction, has been post-

poned due to COVID19. We are even more saddened that Passport CHOICES, our summer camp, has 

been cancelled. Not to fear! We are working to find a way to have a camp-like experience! We are plan-

ning events to welcome our rising 7th graders into our group. We are gaining a group that will double our 

current size! We have a full calendar of events planned for 2020. Please Emily Bond or any of the Youth 

Team know if you are able to help or have ideas.   

Children’s: This spring everything in our lives changed!  The staff and Children’s Committee have 

worked together to engage our children. During the online Sunday services, the children had the oppor-

tunity to interact with Courtney while discovering the mysterious contents of their boxes and how it re-

lated to God’s love for us. Courtney continues to involve the children during Sunday services.  We have 

reached out to our different age group Sunday School classes in various ways.  It may have been a phone 

call, a packet of Bible story activities, activity/coloring sheets, or a website link for family study during 

Holy Week.  All of our children received an Easter Greeting from their Sunday School class. We are look-

ing forward to the time when our church is physically together again!  Until then, we will continue to 

reach out to our children.  A Zoom Children’s Committee meeting will give us the opportunity to check in 

with one another as a group and plan for when we return to teaching our children about God’s love!  

Northside children, watch for a care bag on your doorstep soon! 

Finance: All good news on the financial front– We finished the 3/31/20 fiscal year with $443.970 in gen-

eral fund receipts (record high) against a general fund budget or $443,800. Our actual expenses were 

$430,074, which allowed us to add $13,892 to our general fund balance, bringing it to $21,570 to start 

the new year.  In April general fund receipts were well in excess of our $35,420 monthly requirement for 

this year. Our benevolence fund for church members has now reached approximately $ 7000. Churches 

are eligible for the PPP grant/loan program. We have researched and monitored this, but do not feel we 

should apply at this time. There are others more needy.  We are pleased to have contracted Cathy Hol-

lingsworth to provide accounting services , and the transition of duties with Beverly Hughey has already 

begun. Thank you for your generous financial stewardship during these challenging times. If you have 

concerns, please contact James Stringer at 601-259-6284 or email jhstringer5@gmail.com. 

Properties: We have not slowed down since we have been apart.  Our proudest announcement tis that 

we have resolved the water intrusion issues at the children's building. We took bids from several local 

landscaping contractors to determine who would give us the best quality and value, and the job was 

awarded to Southern Landscape. The main items involved in this work included reforming the earthen 

drainage swales on both sides of the walkway in front of the building; installing a new, larger capacity 

trench drain in the walkway in front of the main doors; installation of new French drains; tying in the 

gutter downspouts to the new drains; and removal of overgrown shrubbery that was hindering drain-

age. John Goodman and Courtney met with the bidders and oversaw the work. Gutter work for the same 

building is now being contracted out.  Exterior lighting has been installed from the walkway to the 

youth building, and the parking  lot light bulbs replaced with brighter, more efficient LED units.  



Recent Prayer Requests 
Taylor Choina, (14) grandson of the Livingstons, 
 needed pelvic surgery continues to be delayed 
Eldridge Coleman, grandfather of Audrey Harrison, at  
 home  and having some good days. 
Donna Corbett, mother of Kim Corbett, cancer  
Nancy Farrar, Landa Strum ’s sister-in-law, chemo
 therapy 
Dolores Garcia, Anna Garcia’s mother, chemotherapy  
Ruth Houston, home at Brookdale post-COVID 
Parker Ingram, 2 year old son of Eastside teacher 
 Morgan Ingram (friend of Strums) Ewings sar
 coma in his spine; St. Jude’s for 8 weeks.  
Lou Ann Lee, continued neck pain  
Ed Livingston, knee surgery delayed  
Billie Moore, Dustan Jones’ grandmother, recovery 
 from hip surgery, Thursday 3/12 
Rikki Morrow, granddaughter of Jimmie Street,  
 pregnant and still has concern of seizures 
Blake Parham, brother of Jason Parham, chemo  
 therapy for cancer 
Jerry Parrott, friend of the Yates, passed away.  
Jo Ann Pope, passing of Bradley. 
Suzie Ratliff, niece of Caby Byrne, cancer  
Anna Sciba, recovering post-COVID 
Wesley Switzer, abdominal pain  
Jimmie Sclater, delayed surgery 
Tony White, husband of John’s colleague LaJune, 
 waiting for kidney transplant 
John Whitten and daughter Aissa, Margaret Drum-
mond’s  brother and niece in Spain, waiting results for 
 Covid-19. 
Landon Wright, high school friend of Brewer family in 
Ox ford; mother died in Feb. and father hospitalized  
 recently for seizure. 

MEMBERS AT HOME 

Ruth Houston — 227 Brookdale Asst. Living, 39056 

Sue Nations — 319A, Avondale Drive, 39056 

Merle Thomas — 100 Parker Drive, #2B, 39056 

La Deane Moore — 200 Serenity Lane, Apt. 310,      
   Madison, 39110 

Bonnie Berry (Crockett) — 140 Castlewoods Blvd, 
 Memory Care Unit Room 120, Brandon,  39047 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Kenneth and Beverly Hughey in the birth of their grandson, 
Grant Alexander Hughey, she joins her parents Kevin and 
Rivers Hughey and Estelle at home. Also congratulations to 
great grandmother Jo Ann Pope. 

 

Ruby McLeod in the birth of two great-grandchildren, twins 
Mary Pope and Austin born to granddaughter Olivia and her 
husband Gibb Ellis.   
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Properties Cont.: The fellowship hall/office build-

ing floors have been waxed so look for a slightly 

shinier floor when we all gather together again! 

There is an air compressor in a closet in the sanctu-

ary building that automatically maintains pressure 

in the building's dry pipe fire sprinkler system.  If 

you're a "back-row Baptist," you've probably heard it 

kick on a time or two during Sunday morning wor-

ship!  This essential piece of equipment needs to be 

periodically rolled outside to drain condensation 

build-up in the tank from the humidity in the air it 

takes in.  We had Brad Hines install a simple, 

through-wall drain line to the exterior of the build-

ing that allows drainage of the tank to occur indoors 

without having to disconnect it from the sprinkler 

system and roll it outside. Thank you Properties 

Committee! 

Missions: Tornado victims - considering ways that 

we can assist present victims and how we might as-

sist victims in future tornados. Delta Hands for 

Hope - considering ways that we can continue to as-

sist Delta Hands for Hope, possibly assist in sending 

food boxes which feed a family of four for a week. 

Cost of box is $10.  May send a team this summer, 

depending on outcome of virus. Virtual 6k walk for 

water - Will encourage congregation to participate 

in this walk to raise money for World Vision’s water 

project. 

Christian Formation: Women in Ministry was cel-

ebrated during the month of February. LaJune 

White from MS College spoke in Sunday school and 

preached in the worship service on February 2. An-

gela Parker from Mercer University spoke in Sun-

day school and preached in the worship service on 

February 23. Lenten luncheons were scheduled for 

Wednesday at noon on March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 

1. Susan Meadors spoke on March 4, introducing the 

series. Greg Gearhart spoke on March 11 on the top-

ic of fasting. Due to the Coronavirus the other ses-

sions were cancelled. Richard Brogan lecture series 

will be held in the fall. No date or topic has been se-

lected yet. but  a decision will be made in our next 

meeting. 
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New Addresses 

Jose Rullan-Rodriguez , Anna Gar-

cia and Elias 

5750 Dow Avenue #201  

Alexandria, VA 22304 

 

Eric  Peden, Patty DiJoseph and 

Thomas 

8151 Quinn Terrace 

Vienna, Virginia 22180 

COVID-19 Response At A Glance 

 Worship Online Through May 31st 

 CBF MS Pentecost Service May 31st 

 Choir Suspended Until Further Notice 

 Wednesday Night , and Senior Adult activi-

ties suspended until Fall. 

 Youth Passport Camp Trip Cancelled 

 CBF General Assembly online in June. 

 Health Team to Reevaluate plan on June 1.  

 Zoom meetings continue.  

Thank you to our Health Team (Benjamin Eu-

banks, Judy Gearhart, Todd Sherwood, and Landa 

Strum)  
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